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In a brief television appearance on the evening of Jan. 26, Colombian President Virgilio Barco
announced that his government would implement immediately a series of state of emergency
decrees in an effort to reduce drug trafficking, and murder and sabotage perpetrated by drug
traffickers and guerrillas. Included in the decrees is an amendment to habeas corpus legislation
to permit "more control" by higher courts in the justice system toward preventing "irregularities"
such as the release from prison in December of drug baron Jorge Luis Ochoa. Barco said the
government would reward anyone providing information to the authorities for the purpose of
bringing criminals to justice. Witnesses, he said, will receive protection, and a United Nationsfinanced intelligence center is to be created for collecting information toward criminal prosecution.
The new measures include increased military presence in the country's major cities. On Jan. 27,
as a result of information provided by an informer, police discovered in the Retiro area a cache of
weapons, described as the largest ever confiscated by the authorities. The confiscated weapons were
described as extremely "advanced," surpassing even the most sophisticated armaments used by the
Colombian armed forces. President Barco's announcement occurred two days after gunmen hired
by drug traffickers kidnapped and killed Colombia's Attorney General Carlos Mauro Hoyos. The
assassination of the attorney general was only the most recent event in what Colombians describe
as another "wave of violence" involving the military, guerrillas and hoodlums hired by the drug
lords. For instance, on the evening of Jan. 17 in Barrancabermeja, the country's principal petroleum
refining and production center, located some 280 km. north of Bogota, Army troops and several
groups of men wearing hoods over their heads fought in the streets. One soldier was severely
wounded. On the following morning, soldiers attacked a group of young men, leaving a 17-yearold dead, and 19 persons injured. Included among the injured were two soldiers and the local chief
of police. The violence in the streets began soon after the funeral of an oil worker union leader,
Gustavo Chaco, who was murdered Jan. 15. The killing was apparently motivated by an attempt
to break a strike by employees of the state oil company, Ecopetrol. The strike ended on Jan. 17.
Nonetheless, on the following day, some oil workers and supporters in other industries launched
a 48-hour strike to protest the assassination of Chaco and other labor union leaders. According to
Julio Carrascal, president of the Ecopetrol employees union, troops pertaining to the Army's 5th
Brigade were responsible for the violent incidents of Jan. 17-18. In an interview with radio station
Caracol, Carrascal said the army fired into crowds of demonstrators to break up the protest, while
also occupying the union's headquarters. On Jan. 16, a guerrilla group known as the Ejercito de
Liberacion Nacional (ELN) destroyed two oil rigs pertaining to the British Petroleum company in
the eastern region of Casanare. Losses were estimated at $7 million. The ELN has also attempted to
disrupt the oil pipeline which carries 200,000 barrels per day to Colombian ports for export. In the
second week of January, the guerrillas launched five attacks leaving three branches of the pipeline
unoperational. Another attack on Jan. 18 destroyed 30 meters of the pipeline in the Arauca region.
Next, in the same week leftist guerrillas allegedly assassinated two candidates for mayor of the
ruling Liberal Party in the cities of Puerto Rico and Florencia, located in the department of Caqueta,
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Amazon region. Florencia is the capital of Caqueta. Meanwhile, last week at least a dozen guerrillas
had been killed in on-going fighting with the Venezuelan army near the Colombian border. [Basic
data from several sources, including AP, 01/18/88, 01/27/88; Univision (Mexico City), Prensa Latina,
01/27/88]
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